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1 .  SECTION  1.  C':  L-.;f.TCrS:  SIC,  j  ?1  CAHT  AfTTyiT':FS 

J 

a.  PERSOI'.’EL 


(1)  The  23d  Artillery  Grour  remains  assigned  to  the  US  Army  Vietnam. 

(2)  Significant  Si  activities. 


(a)  Casualties:  Killed  in  action  decreased  from  9  to  5  over  the  past 
cuarter.  Wounded  in  action  decreased  from  42  to  40  over  the  o&3t  -ua-ter. 
Wonhostile  Casualties:  There  were  two  deaths,  er.  increase  of  2  over  I'.r.t 
cuarter,  and  33  injuries  which  represents  a  decrease  of  1 5  over  last  c u?r- 
ter. 


(b)  The  Croup  his  a  shortage 

in  ItOS's  ; 

ndiccted  below 
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asg 

FCT 

13340  Fid  Arty  Crewman 
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8? 

13T4O  Asst  Chief  FD  Computer 

72 

48 

67 

13Z50  Fid  Arty  Sr  Sergeant 

47 

40 

35 

aIG/P  CATrnn  CMef  - . 

24 

.  14 

53  _ _ _ 

31G5O  Tactical  Commo  Chief 

.  7 

6 

36 

35D20  hetro  Enuip  Repairman 

4 

0 

0 

36M20  Fid  W’ reman 

254 

‘63 

66 

76Y4O  Supply  Sergeant 

33 

35 

92 

32C40  Survey  Chief 

1? 

17 

39 

94340  i-ass  Steward 

32 

29 

91 

(c)  Awards  presented  during  tho  period 

were  as  follows: 

1  ->f 

merit,  93  Bronze  Star3,  20  Air  Hed 

'a  Is  9  117  Army  Cornr.endatv>n 

.  edals , 

Purple  Hearts,  and  44  USARV  Certificates  of  Achievement. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  report  of  Headquarters,  23d  ArtilVry  Croup,  Period 
Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS-CSFOR-65  (Hi) 

b.  CPERjUn  CHS 

J 

(1)  The  23d  Artillery  Group  continue.*  support  of  operations  in  tho 
III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The-  Group  Head-carters  and  Headquarters  3&t+ory 
and  all  attached  battalions  were  engaged  in  combat  operations,  troop  move¬ 
ments,  and  training  during  the  entire  reporting  period  (92  days). 

(2)  The  Group  continues  to  make  effective  use  of  its  automatic  relay 
on  Jui  3a  Den  (XT2859).  During  tho  reporting  period,  the  Group  also  es¬ 
tablished  an  cutomatio  secure  relay  capability  on  I’ui  Bn  Den. 

(3)  During  tho  reporting  period  the  23d  ArtilV-ry  Group  conducted  a 
study  to  design  r.  standard  IS^mm  toyed  howitzer  (M114A1)  parapot.  A  de¬ 
sign  has  been  selected  v^ich  will  be  used  in  future  construction  at  all 
fire  support  b^ses.  The  standard  parapet  is  on  all-weather  parapet  which 
is  built  in  three  phases,  depending  on  tho  anticipated  length  of  uso.  The 
three  phase  construction  concept  provides  for  continuous  improvement  of  the 
position  from  n  hasty  occupation  to  that  which  will  be  constructed  for  a 
serj.-permanent  fire  support  base.  At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  the 
study  is  under  evaluation  and  results  will  be  reported  in  future  ORLL's. 

(4)  During  the  last  quarter  tho  23d  Artillery  Group  hes  become  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Artillery  Dong  Tien  (Forward  Together)  Program.  Thu  purposes 
of  this  program  arc  to  improve-  the  rrtill  ry  fire  support  of  maneuver 
forces  and  to  assist  ARVN  Artillery  by  associating  their  units  with  U3 
Artillery  units  thus  providing  channels  for  tho  exchange  of  ideas  and  advice. 
The  23d  Artillery  Group  is  participating  in  the  following  oight  projects! 

(a)  The  associate  US/ARVIi  Battalion  and  Battery  Program. 

(b)  A  combined  US/ARVW  Fire  Support  Coordination  Center  in  Binh  Duong 
Province. 

(c)  Combined  US/AHVW  Fire  Planning  betweon  the  associate  battalions. 

(d)  Standardized  combined  US/ARVN  Combat  Readiness  Evaluations. 

(e)  Combined  US/ARVU  Unit  Refresher  Training  Programs  at  the  associate 
bettolion/brttery  level. 

(f)  A  combined  US/AKVN  Survey  Program. 

(g)  A  combined  US/ARVN  Registration  Program. 

(h)  Broadcasting  Meteorological  data  to  the  ARVN  in  Vietnamese. 

While  the  program  directs  the  majority  of  our  efforts  towards  accomplishing 
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specific  "rtillery  projects,  ?3d  Artillery  (Troup  h-  -  r.ot  limited  -'’v'c- 
'.nd  assistance  to  only  these  projects.  F-uch  in  b-.ing  accomplished  thr- ;  ,’h 
the  exorcise  of  acrsonnnl  initi'tivo  of  individu'l  -rtill  rymen  -t  tl- 
b-ttory  level. 

(5)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  2d  Batt'-lior.,  13th  ArtilUry 
engaged  in  operations  supporting  th<.  1st  Jnf-n+ry  Division,  1st  C'vmlry 
Division  (Airmobile),  3d  rnd  5th  Mobile  Strike  Forces.  Herc-'U-r t.rs  'nd 
Service  Batteries  rom'ined  at  Phu  Loi  throughout  the  reporting  period. 

(r.)  Battery  A  begnn  the  reporting  period  't  Phu  Loi  (XTi?5i7)  u'th  the 
mission  of  GSR,  1st  Infantry  Division  Artillery.  Three-  howitzers  from  A 
B-ttery  were  pr.rtictp'ting  in  oror-tions  ~a  a  p~rt  of  D/2/13  (a  provision'.! 
battery).  On  7  Uovemb..r  1969,  one  of  the  howitzers  under  the  control  of 
D/2/13  was  role* red  'nd  reverted  back  to  A/2/l 3.  On  71  December  1969,  the 
two  howitzers  remaining  under  the  control  of  D/2/13  were  released  -nd  re¬ 
verted  back  to  A/2/13.  On  23  December  1969,  A/2/13  moved  from  Phu  Loi  by 
convoy  to  Phuoc  Vinh  (XT974/96).  Ki scion  upon  closure  w's  C  'JR,  is:  Cav  Liv 
Ar ty  (Ambl).  On  2  January,  A/2/13  moved  from  Phuoc  Vinh  (.*.7974496)  to 
Phuoc  Vinh  (XT973495)  with  no  change  in  m- reion. 

(b)  Battery  B  began  the  roporti"g  period  at  FSB  Thunder  11  (  ?7',3r55) 
with  a  mission  of  GSR,  1st  Inf  Div  Arty.  On  7  '.'ovei-bor,  B/2/13  moved  to 
FSB  Jerri  (XU963225)  by  helicopter  and  placed  under  the  OFCCA  of  "T- sk 
Force  Seers"  whose  mission  was  f-S,  IIFFORCEV.  Or.  20  December,  E/2/13 
moved  to  Phuoc  Vinh  (.-(T974496)  by  helicopter.  Mis~ion  upon  closure  vr  a 
GSR,  1st  Cav  Div  Arty  (Ambl).  On  30  December,  3/2/13  moved  to  .’T999342  vy 
convoy  with  no  change  in  mission  and  returned  to  Phuoc  V-‘nh.  On  31  Decem¬ 
ber,  3/2/13  moved  to  YT004566  (no  mission  ch-nge)  by  convoy  and  returned 
to  Phuoc  Vinh,  On  1  January,  B/2/13  moved  to  XT999542  with  no  change  in 
mission  'nd  returned  to  Phuoc  Vinh.  On  2  J-mrry,  B/2/1 3  moved  by  convoy 
to  FS3  rlormandy  III  (XT903319)  with  no  change  in  mission.  On  3  Jrmrry, 
D/7/13  moved  by  -ir  to  FSB  Florida  (YTOI8333).  Mission  upon  closure  vrs 
GSR,  l3t  Inf  Div  Arty. 

(c)  C  Battery  remained  at  FSB  Thunder  IV  throughout  the  rcrorti-r  c..r- 
iod  with  the  mission  of  GSR,  1st  Cav-lry  Division  Artillery  (Ambl). 

(d)  At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  D/2/13,  the  provision'l  b'ttery 
made  up  of  three  105mm  howitzers  from.  A/2/13  'nd  three  155mm  hovr  tzors 
froa  5/2/12,  was  a.t  FOB  K-thy  (XT331904)  with  a  mis'i-r,  of  DS,  5th  Mobile 
Strike  Force  Command.  On  5  November.  3"(l55)  moved  to  Fhu  Loi  and  ro-  .rt- 
ed  to  control  of  p-rent  unit  (B/2/12).  On  7  November,  3T(l05)  r.cv.d  by 
air  to  Fhu  Loi,  r.nd  reverted  to  the  control  of  parent  unit  (>/2/'3 ) •  On 
13  iiovesiber,  D/2/13  (n'de  up  of  2-105  howitzers  from.  A/'/' 3  'r.d  2-' 53 
howitzers  from.  B/2/12)  roved  by  air  to  Bu  Dop  (XU9732SS)  'rl  vs  pi'-*- 
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■  •  70.  of  "Task  Forcu  Soars".  On  4  Docoabor,  the-  two  155  howi  +  z.  ra 
.  to  n.u  'oi  by  r  ir  and  reverted  to  control  of  parent  unit.  On  15 
■  "t.r,  7/2/13  mission  ch-nged  from  0PC0M  T-sk  Force  S  rrs  to  3d 
1*  Strik-.-  Force  Counand.  On  21  December  the  two  remaining  howitzers 
1  ’C  ft)  moved  by  r.ir  to  Phu  Loi  end  returned  to  the  control  of  A/2/13. 

M  At  the  start  of  the  reporting  period,  He'd-u-rters  Battery,  7th 
*■  v, ".lion,  9th  Artillery,  wm  located  at  T-v  Nlnh  ucst  Base  Camp  («Tl655?5). 
*!■  b>  Cci.ber,  the  battery  noved  to  XTl 55515  which  is  still  in  T'y  Irinh 
-  Service  B'ttery  w"s  initially  located  in  T-y  winh  W**t  Base 
■-  -uc  on  24  December  t.hev  noved  to  ]£X156515  (Try  N.inh  uost) . 

(r.)  Battery  A  v.-s  loc-ted  -t.  FSB  Saint  3a.rbr.ra.  ( XT271 647 )  for  tho 
.  rt part  in.'  j*  ilod  with  the  mission  of  GS,  IIFFORCEV. 

(b)  Batte-'y  ■  b-.f-n  the  reporting  noriod  "t  FSB  Rawlins  HI  (XT2464B5) 
with  the  r.issicn  of  CSft,  25th  Infantry  Division  Artillery.  On  '4  December, 
•:a.  battery  displaced  to  Try  Kinh  West  Base  Camp  (XT141524)  with  no  change 

assion.  On  5  Jrn,  the  battery  roved  t.o  the  lat  Inf  Division  Base  Cis  -p 
-  ai  hho  ( XT767363 )  and  was  assigned  the  r.'ssion  of  GS,  1st  Div  Artillery, 
w.a  o  Jan,  the  battery  neved  to  FSB  Lobo  (XT884397)  with  no  change  ir,  mission. 
...  2  January,  tho  battery  roved  beck  to  Lr  i  Kho  v/i  th  no  chan  to  r.  risai-v 

and  on  15  J'  r.ir  ry,  they  returned  to  FSB  lobo. 

(c)  Bat r cry  C  began  the  reporting  period  't  FS3  Wood  III  (XT442342) 
th  a  mission  cf  GSR,  25th  Division  Artillery.  On  22  December,  C/7/V 

:  ,  vvd  to  Try  l’inh  West  Base  C-mp  (XT154520)  with  no  change  n  mission.  On 
...  c-iib-.r,  they  repositioned  in  Toy  N<nh  to  XT171525  with  no  change  in 


(7;  ‘‘o'd^uartc-rs  md  Hord^uarters  Battery  2d  Er.tt*lion,  12th  Artillery 
.  1'Cc.tod  at  Phu  Loi  (XT850153)  during  th .  entire  reporting  period.  S«r- 
v:ox  3attory  was  l-'C'ted  at  Phu  Loi  (TT855165)  during  the  ro^ort’ng  period. 

(a)  3attery  A  began  the  reporting  period  in  r  split  configuration  with 
f.-.-r  howitzers  loc'ted  rt  FSB  Copperhead  (XT8C6028)  md  two  howitzers  lo¬ 
cated  at  Tr"  Cu  (XS477984)  with  the  mission  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  8  i-’ovember, 
Battery  A  noved  four  tubes  by  air  fro"  FSB  Copperhead  to  FSB  Jerri 
(XU963225)  with  no  change  in  mission.  On  7-8  Decenbor,  two  howitzers 
moved  frer.  Tpa  Cu  to  Song  Bo-  (XUI43073)  by  r.ir  with  a  mission  of  C-SR,  "st 
Ccv  Div  Arty.  Also  an  8  Dec,  Battery  A  srved  ono  tube  fron  FSB  Jerri  by 
air  t;  Song  Be  to  fora  a  +hrcc  howitzer  plrtoon.  Or.  19  December,  Battery 

..  noved  three  howitzers  fron  FSB  Jerri  tr.  Song  Be  by  air  making  bc.ttory 
c a -piste  with  the  nissim  of  GSR,  1st  Ccv  Div  Arty. 

(b)  At  the  start  cf  the  reporting  period,  Battery  B  had  throe 
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howitzers  located  at  Phu  Loi  with  a  mission  of  C-S  J’FQRCIV  -  ad  three 
howitzers  attached  to  D/2/13  (a  -irovision-l  battery).  Or  5  P-vm-b^r,  the 
three  howitzers  th-t  weie  -tt~ched  t'  D/~/ 13  wore  r  leased  -nd  reloim  d 
3' tte-ry  B  r.t  rhu  Loi.  On  13  November,  two  howitzers  wc.”  •  detached  from 
3/2/12  and  attached  to  D/2/13.  On  4  December,  the  two  howitzers  attached 
to  D/2/13  wero  returned  to  E/2/12  at,  Phu  Loi.  On  26  December,  Battery  B 
moved  fro:.:  Phu  Loi  to  Chi  Linh  (CT915735)  by  -ir  with  a.  mission  of  GSR,  1st 
Cr.v  Div  Arty.  On  12  Jnnu-ry  three  howitzers  mved  to  FSB  Janie  (XT480714) 
by  air  with  no  change  in  missicr.  On  24  J*nu-ry,  three  hrwit*.ere  --ved 
from  Chi  Linh  to  Phuoc  Vinh  ( vT971495)  with  no  change  in  mission. 

(c)  B-ttory  C  began  the  reporting  period  in  a  split  configuration  with 
three  h;witzors  loc  ted  at  Song  Ee  (Xli143073)  and  thre-o  howitzers  loc-tod 

-t  Quan  loi  (XTBP3913)  with  -  *  ssion  of  GSR,  1st  C-v  Div  Arty.  On  3  Decem¬ 
ber,  Battery  C  ■  joed  1  tube  from.  Song  Be  to  Qu-n  Loi.  On  9  December, 

Battery  C  moved  a  wo  howitzers  from  Song  Be  to  ’jurn  Loi  raking  battery  co:.- 
pletc  at  Qua.n  Lei.  The  mission  of  the  b-ttory  for  the  entire  period  was 
GSR,  1st  Ca.v  Div  Arty. 

(d)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  porid,  F/l6th  Artillery  w-s 
positioned  in  -  split  configuration  with  three  howitzers  loc-tcd  t  ”53 
Carolyn  (XT267731)  and  three  howitzers  loc- tod  -t  FSB  Thunder  311 
(XT768657).  The  rdssion  of  the  elor.ont  r.t  FSB  Ca.rolyn  was  GS,  IlFrORCEV 
and  the  mission  of  the  elenont  r.t  FSB  Thunder  III  was  CS,  J'FFORCEV.  Or. 

15  December,  the  rdssion  of  F/16  element  at  Thunder  III  was  changed  to  GSF . 
1st  Infantry  Divisi->n  Artillery.  On  23  December,  F/16  moved  threo  howitzers 
from  FSB  Carolyn  to  FSB  Thundor  III,  -ssur.ing  the  mission  af  GSR,  1st  in¬ 
fantry  Division  Artillery,  r-king  the  battery  complete  -t  Thunder  HI.  Op. 

1  January,  the  r issian  of  F/16  was  changed  to  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  30  Janu¬ 
ary  F/16  moved  to  FSB  Thunder  II  (XT781558)  by  ro.ad  with  no  change  in 
nission.  On  30  J-nu-ry,  the  rdssion  of  F/16  was  changed  to  CSR  1st  Ir-fartr: 
Division. 

(8)  During  the  reporting  period,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Brt*ery,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Artili.yy  remained  r.t  E-u  Tieng  (XT498468). 
Service  B-ttory  remained  at  Cu  Chi  (1T6615). 

(a.)  B-t.tery  A  began  the  reporA,ng  period  at  FSB  Stoneman  (■'T303378) 
with  a  rdssion  of  GSR,  25th  Division  Artillery.  On  13  IVvenber,  *.ho  b-t- 
tory  moved  to  FSB  Hull  with  no  change  in  mission. 

(b)  B-ttery  B  began  the  reporting  period  at  FSB  W-shington  (AT140568), 
On  18  and  30  h’overibcr,  ri-.do  or.o  dry  moves  to  XTl 20685  and  returnod  to  FSB 
W-shington  with  nc  change  in  Rdssion.  On  2  December,  the  battery  r.rvod  to 
aT12C485  by  road  with  no  change  in  rdsai-n.  On  4  December,  the  battery 
returned  t-  FSB  Wa.shingtm  with  no  change  in  rissin.  On  13,  15,  r.r.d  '6 
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Duce*  ber,  thu  battery  :  ovod  by  ro-d  t’  XTl20^5  with  n--  ch-ngi,  ’n  ’is^i  n 
-nd  ro turned  on  the  s"‘c  d"ys. 

(c)  Battery  C  remained  the  entire  period  -t  D~u  Tii.ng  (  T49?4'72). 
Initially  its  mission  w-s  OS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  17  Doco  b.ji,  its  'isai^n  w-s 
chrnged  to  GSR,  1st  Division  Artillery.  On  27  Docu  'ber,  its  mission  w“S 
ago  in  changed  to  GS,  IIFFORCEV. 

(9)  Herdnurrtera  “nd  Headquarters  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  35th  .irtillery, 
remained  at  Xuan  Loc  (XT474096)  during  t.h  ncriod.  Service  B-ttery  regain¬ 
ed  at  Long  Binh  (YT095127). 

.  (a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  Battery  A  was  located  -t 
Duster  Compound  (YTl 3?‘ 1 1 )  with  the  nissi-n  of  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  4  Nov¬ 
ember,  threv.  howitzers  m-ved  tc  Blr.ckhorso  (YS44698I )  with  the  nissi  n  of 
GSR,  2d  Battalion,  40th  Artillery.  On  19  Novu-bor,  the  throe  h'wit?ora  at 
Blcckhorse  exchanged  locations  and  rJ  3 s ions  with  the  three  r.t  Duster 
Co'.p  und.  On  25  November,  Battery  A  moved  throe  howitzers  fr*r:  Dustr.r 
Compound  tc  Xuan  Ice  (YT472095)  with  no  change  in  mission.  On  30  - » veMber, 
Battery  A  ra-vod  three  howitzers  fro:-  Blackhcrse  to  FS3  L-cc  ('T928H3) 
with,  no  change  in  mission.  Op  31  Decor.ber,  Battery  A  Moved  three  howitzers 
from  FSB  H-co  and  three  howitzers  fren  Xuan  Loc  to  FSB  Dia.no  (YT713C17) 
with  the  mission  of  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  19  January,  B-f  ury  A  raved  to  FSE 
Rit'  (YT730248)  with  n-  change  in  mission. 


(b)  At  the  start  of  tho  reporting  period,  Battory  B  was  operating  rs 
a  split  battery  with  three  howitzers  loertod  at  FSE  Haney  (YT559331 )  and 
three  howitzers  at  Blackhorso  (XS44693l),  .both  elements  h'ving  the  mission 
of  GSR,  2d  B-tt-lion,  40th  Artillery.  On  4  November,  Sat.tcry  B  ncv..d  three 
howitzers  from  Blackhcrse  nnd  throe  howitzers  from  FSB  N-ncy  t  '  FSB  Concord 
(YTC33175)  with  t.h  -  Mission  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  25  November ,  Battery  B  raved 
t’nree  howitzers  from  FSB  Concord  to  Duster  Cor.oound  (YTl  321 1 1 )  with  n1* 
change  ir.  missin.  On  22  December,  Battery  B  roved  three  hovritzers  fr“r 
FSB  Concord  t'  FSB  Haney  (YT559381 )  with  the  Mission  GSR,  2d  B-tt-li-n, 

4Cth  Artillery.  On  29  December,  Br*-tery  B  roved  three  howitzors  fr  m 
Duster  Compound  to  FSB  Nancy  (YT559381 ),  n-king  battery  complete,  and 
assumed  the  mission  GSR,  2d  Battalion,  40th  Artillery.  On  31  Docembor, 
Battery  B  moved  three  howitzers  from  FSB  Nancy  tc  Xuan  lob  <YT47fP9*) 

with  the  r-issfon- of  GS,, IIFFORCEV.  -  'On  .9  January,  Battwry  B  moved  three 
howitzers  from  Xuan  Loc  to  FSB  Nancy  (YT564384)  with  no  change  in  mission. 
On  10  J-nuary,  Battery  B  moved  three  howitzers  freiv.  FSB  Nancy  (YT559381  ) 
to  FSB  Haney  (YT564384),  making  battery  complete,  and  assumed  the  rissi  n 
cf  GS,  IIFFORCEV. 

(c)  B-ttery  C  began  the  reporting  period  in  a  split  conf igurati - n  with 
three  h*witzer3  lac-ted  “t  Mui  Dr.t  (YS434677)  and  three  h  witzers  at  FSB 
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H  rsoahcc  (YS49562O)  with  ♦  *«..  r.ii£3i  n  of  GSR  1st  Fluid  Hc-pii  c  it,  ;s  ;-l 
Australian  Artillery.  On  3  Hove  bur,  B-ttery  C  moved  throe  howitzers  f- 
FSB  H  rsosh'c  to  Rui  D-t,  linking  b-tbory  co-  plate  with  no  change  in  .  isr.lon. 
On  11  and  1?  Roves ber,  Battery  C  displaced  three  howitzers  fro.  Nui  D- 1  ti 
YS42071O  fer  -no  day  '-rtill  ry  r-ids  ~nd  returnirp  o-cv  ,ry  t.:  1'ui  D' t 
prior  to  darkness.  On  16  Hoverber,  Battery  C  displaced  three-  howitzers  tc 
YS420716  for  a  me  d-y  -rtiliory  raid  -nd  returned  tc  Bui  Dat  prior  tc 
darkness.  On  20  »Iovoi..bcr,  Battery  C  displaced  three  howitzers  to  FSB 
Horseshoe  (YS495620)  for  a  one  day  artillery  r-id  ard  returned  tc  Bui  D- 1 
prior  tc  dnrknoss.  On  27  November,  B-ttory  C  roved  throe  ''cwi  +  zers  fr  o 
”ui  D-t  to  FSB  Horseshoe  nd  returned  to  Nui  Dat  cn  28  i'cvu  ter.  On  29 
November,  throe  howitzers  were  displaced  fro:  Bui  Dat  to  YSS50690  €•  r  -  cnc- 
day  artillery  raid  and  returned  to  t!ui  D-t  prior  to  darkr.c-ss.  Op.  1 0  Di.cc  - 
ber,  Battery  C  moved  three  howitzers  from  Rui  iVt  to  XS46O781  f-r  a  two  day 
•'rtillwry  raid  and  returned  tc  *  ui  D-t  ■'nil  December.  Duri  g  the  neried 
3  have  ber  to  'll  Jeco-rt\ber,  Battery  C  maintained  the  mission  of  GSR,  1st 
Field  Regiment,  Royal  Australian  Artillery.  On  12  December,  Batter-'  C 
:.v:vcd  three  howitzers  fr-vn  Rui  Dat  t~  FS3  Indigo  (YS215852)  w  th  the  .  .irsi  n 
GSR,  ARVR  i-'-rine  Artil  l«ry.  On  16  December,  Battory  C  ;mved  three  howit¬ 
zers  fror.  FSB  Indigo  and  three  howitzers  fr"  Rui.  Dot  tc  F3B  Janet 
(YS257685)  with  tho  rdssi.n  of  GS,  IIFFORCEV.  On  24  Docer.b.r,  Bribery  C 
n-vecl  to  Nui  D-t  (YS434677)  and  assur.od  the  missi  r.  GSR  1st  Field  Regiwnt, 
Rcyal  Australian  Artillory.  On  19  January,  Battery  C  moved  threo  hew1 tzers 
to  FSB  H-rseshoe  (YS495620)  with  no  change  in  mission.  On  21  Jrnu-.ry, 
3attery  C  moved  three  howitzers  to  Nui  Dat  (YS/.34677)  making  battery 
complete  with  no  ch-nge  in  nission. 


(10)  During  the  reporting  period,  Head-u-rters  and  Head'm',rtcrs 
B-t-ery,  5th  Br.tt-lion,  /,?d  Artillery,  remained  at  Camp  Willi tun  S.  Price 
(YT047118).  Service  Battery  wa.s  also  located  rt  Carp  Prico  during  the  re  ¬ 
tire  reporting  neried. 


(a)  During  the  entire  reporting  period,  Battery  A  w-s  located  -t  Tan 
Tru  (XS655620).  During  the  period  1  Koveiibor  through  26  December,  its 
::.is3i  n  was  GSR,  2d  Battalion,  4th  Artillery.  Or  27  December,  its  missin 
was  changed  to  GS  IIFFORCEV. 


(b)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  B-ttery  B  was  loc.-ted 

at  Thu  Thua  (XS547702)  with  the  mission  of  GSR,  2d  B-tt-lior.,  4th  Artillery. 
On  7  December,  two  howitzers  displ-ced  by  'ir  tc  Tra  Cu  (XS477934)  with 
no  chang..  in  mission.  Op  27  December,  both  elements  a.sru:  od  the  miss  in 
cf  GS,  IIFFORCEV. 

(c)  At  tho  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  B-ttery  C  was  lcc-tcd 
-t  FSB  Concord  (XT034174I  with  tho  rissi-n  of  GS,  IIFFOPCEV.  On  L  Ervem- 
bor,  B-ttery  C  assumed  a  split  configuration  with  throe  tubes  "v  .  g  by 
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road  to  FSB  Passion  (YT385?6l)  and  three  tubea  moving  by  ro'd  tc  FSB  I'-ncy 
(YT565385);  both  oler:.nts  'ssuring  the  ssi-'n  cf  GSR,  2d  B'ttdipr ,  40th 
Artillery.  On  7  November,  B»t*-ory  C  moved  throe  tubea  by  ~ir  f re  FSB 
Passion  tc  FSB  Cry  Gao  (YT303255)  with  no  change  in  rJasi-r.  Or  11 
Ncvonber,  B-ttery  C  moved  three  howitzers  from  FSB  Cay  Gac  by  air  to  FSB 
Thoroughbred  (YT256277)  with  no  change  in  mission.  Or  3  Decc-ber,  3-t.tery 
C  moved  three  howitzers  by  air  from  FSB  Thoroughbred  to  FSB  Fictcn 
(YS640898)  with  a  mission  of  GSR,  1st  Field  Regiment,  Royd  Australian 
Artillery.  On  22  December,  Battery  C  moved  three  howitzers  by  road  fr<- 
FSB  Nancy  (YT565385)  tc  FSB  C-nccrd  (YTC34174)  with  a  nis  ior  of  GS, 
nr^crcirv.  On  27  December,  B-ttery  C  moved  throe  howitzers  by  air  -nd 
road  fren  FS3  Piston  (YS''-40898)  to  FSB  Concord  rzikirg  battery  complete. 

Tho  nissirn  cf  the  battery  was  GS,  IIFFORCEV. 


(11) 

Ammunition  Expenditure  Chart 

UlilT 

t:R  FISSIONS 

ROUNDS  I 

1XPENDBD 

iQfcs: 

l«r. 

2/13 

30,997 

93,527 

4,300 

7/9 

8,189 

59,243 

1/27 

9,539 

46,672 

2/12 

9,588 

51,599 

F/l6 

2,711 

21,549 

2/35 

3,243 

30,092 

5/42 

1,313 

36,669 

TOTAL 

65,580 

142,770 

190,881 

c.  TRAILING 


(l )  Fire  Direction  Centers  and  howitzer  secti  ns  continue  to  stress 
basic  artillery  procedures  in  order  to  insure  timely  and  accurate  fires 
in  support  of  maneuver  elements. 


(2)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  23d  Artillery  Group  began  teach¬ 
ing  approximately  55  CIDG  students  firing  battery,  fire  direction,  and  cb- 
survfed  fire  procedures  at  Trang  Sup  Special  Forces  Car^p.  The  ocurse,  wh.ch 
lasts  10  weeks,  has  the  objective  of  training  artillerymen  to  replace  the 


8 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVGE  13  February  1 970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Rc-pr rt  of  Hoad-uartcrs,  ?3d  Arti  ll.-ry  Group,  Pnrird 
Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS-CSFOR-65  (R1 ) 

ARVN  Artillery  at  Special  Fcrcos  Cai.'.pa  at  Tra  Cu  (XS4798)  and  L.c  l-’ir.h 
(XU73O8).  This  is  the  second  ceurso  of  this  type  conducted  by  this 
Gr  up  and  they  have  boon  found  to  ho  extremely  offoctive  in  '-'r",vcing  eca  - 
potont  CIDG  artillerymen. 

(3)  During  tho  reporting  period,  39  Lieutenants  'ttendod  'nd  passed 
the  IIFFORCEV  Artillery  FDO  School. 

d.  Il'TELLIGEUCE 

(l)  Security:  The  following  socurity  clearances  wore  precessed  dur¬ 
ing  tho  quarter: 


TOP  SECRET  cloT-ncos  vitiated. . .....52 

SECRET  clearances  granted . 69 

SECRET  clearances  validated...;.... . 250 

Interim  SECRET  clearances  granted . . . 6 

local  Files  Chocks  processed. . . 324 


(2)  Visual  Rnccnnrlss^nce:  During  tho  period  Ecvomber  1969  t' 
January  1970,  the  number  of  aircraft  allocated  to  •'•ho  Cr^up  for  visual 
reconnaissance  missions  was  reduced  from  five  to  two.  The  VR  areas  for 
which  the  Group  was  responsible  were  also  reduced;  however,  the  area  w-s 
only  reduced  from  approximately  1800  seuare  Riles  to  approximately  14 00 
souare  miles,  a  reduction  in  area  net  ccrrersur-.to  with  the  roductian  ir. 
aircraft  allocated  for  the  mission.  Tho  Group  continues,  however,  to 
perform  the  VR  mission  satisfactorily.  A  tct"l  of  334  VK  missions  were 
flown  during  this  quarter  compared  to  299- 7R  nissii'ns  for  tho  1st  Quarter, 
FY  70.  Total  hours  Increased  from.  709  to  847.  This  increase  is  attri¬ 
buted  primarily  tc  more  efficient  aircraft  utilization  as  well  as  rreatly 
improved  clii-atic  conditions. 

e.  LOGISTICS 

(1)  Horrid  supply  and  logistic  support  was  provided  two  I05mr.  bat¬ 
talions  and  four  155m  battalions.  An  average  cf  5  fixed  wing  and  15 
rotary  wing  resupply  sorties  wore  flown  daily. 

(2)  Bcttories  of  tho  23d  Artillery  Group  ccnductod  twelve  air.  obilc- 
operetions  during  the  quarter •  At  all  locations,  unit  wes  rosuppliod 
exclusively  by  air. 

(3)  During  the  quarter,  7  batteries  received  USARV  CKMI 1 s .  ‘  11 

batteries  received  a  rating  cf  s-tisfaetcry. 

(4)  During  the  m-nth  January,  considerable  effort  wa3  expended 
in  the  planning  for  Operation  Koystcno  Blue Jay.  7th  Battalion,  9th 
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Artillery;  2d  Battalion,  l3th  Artillery,  and  Battery  F,  l6th  Artillery 
will  bo  redeployed  or  innctivatod  during  the  coming  quarter.  Initial 
turn  in  of  enuipmont  began  on  2  Feb  70. 

f.  OTHER 

( 1 )  Aviation 

(n)  The  23d  Artillory  Group  continues  to  operate  a  consolidated  avi¬ 
ation  section. 

(b)  The  assigned  U6a  still  remains  as  r.  tremendous  asset  to  the  Group. 

It  remains  useful  in  carrying  most  general  support  missions  to  include  largo 
passongor  loads,  forward  observer  parties,  nnd  largo  parts  for  artillory 
pieces. 

(c)  All  CH6A  aircraft  hrvo  boon  turned  in  and  ropl.ced  with  tho  GH58. 
OH581  s  nro  being  issued  on  a  scheduled  basis  to  incluido  replacing  of  the 
0H23G.  As  anticipated,  maintenance  and  major  component  failures  nd/or  prob¬ 
lems  aro  beginning  to  rise  in  the  OH23G. 

(d)  The  break  down  of  missions  flown  "nd  hours  flown  for  the  past  quar¬ 
ter  aro: 

Rotary  Wing-^**^— --  8  -  OH58A,  14  -  OH23G 

VR  Missions  -  295*  C&C  Missions  -  2213*  Cargo/C  Missions  -  387*  Troop/C 
Missions  -  49 16*  Training  Missions  -  1124*  Maintenance  Missions  -  652* 

Total  Missions  -  305*  Cargo  -  7  tons*  Pax  -  295*  Hours-  146. 

(2)  Civil  Affairs;  During  the  past  quarter  156  MEDCAPS  woro  conducted 
with  a.  total  of  i6,73l  patient  visits.  A  total  of  5*730  pounds  of  surplus 
food  was  distributed.  Separate  institutions  assisted  during  tho  reporting 
period  -aro  a.s  follows: 

(a)  Schools  ( 1 1 ) 

(b)  Hospit.-ls/Dispcnsaries  (if) 

(c)  Orphanages  (3) 

(d)  Dwellings  (i) 

(3)  Signal! : 

(a)  An  automatic  rol'y  was  established  at  Nui  Ba  Ra  (YU18O6)  to  support 
operations  northwest  of  Song  Be.  Tho  relay  wr.s  established  7  November  1969. 
Tho  relay  was  established  on  short  notice  dospito  tho  ccmpLoto  lack  of  any 
support  facilities  at  Nui  Ba.  Ra,  Equipment  was  loaded  into  a  conax  container* 
airlifted  to  tho  site  and  then  tho  equipment  was  operated  from  tho  concx. 

The  concx  served  as  a  working  area,  and  a.  living  area  for  relay  personnel. 
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(b)  Tho  Group  rocoivod  tho  first  of  tho  CH58  helieoptors  in  November, 

Actions  wo ro  taken. to  obtain  Nestor  oouipnent  ^.nd  installation  kits  to 
provide  secure  voice  capability  for  tho  FM  radio  in  th-  OH581 s.  This  equip¬ 
ment  is  on  valid  requisition  but  is  not  yot  .av:  liable  in  RVW. 

(c)  In  October#  a  major  ro*lignraont  of  sole  us>-r  telephone  circuits  was 
accomplished  when  the  2/3 5th  ■•nd  5/4 2d  Artillery  Battalions  woro  g-insd  from 
54th  Artillery  Group  and  tho  6/37th  .and  2/3 2d  Artillery  Battalions  were 
lost  to  IIFFORCEV  Artillory* 

(d)  lh  late  November  and  early  December!  a.  major  roview  of  11  solo 
user  telephone  circuits  was  conducts  i«  At  that  time,  twelve  circuits  were 
released  for  deactivation  as  no  l-mger  roouired  and  errors  in  circuit  roc  or  is 
of  seventeen  others  were  corrected,  Ninetoen  circuits  were  rejustified  with 
no  changes. 

2.  (C)  SECTION  2.  LESSORS  LSkRNED:  COIiODER^  OBSERVATION,  KV.lUi.TION, 

AND  RECCMMSN  DATIONS . 

a. ,  PERSONNEL.  JUNIOR  OFFICER  RETENTION 

(1)  Observation:  The  retention  of  junior  officers!  both  in  quel  it  y 
»nd  quantity!  is  ono  of  the  most  important  programs  demanding  attention  in 
tho  Army  todajr. 

(2)  Evaluation:  Tho  junior  officer  rotention  program  is  rocoivong 
command  attention  at  tho  highost  lovdls  of  command.  Junior  Officer  Councils 
have  been  recently  established  in  tho  23d  Artillory  Group  and  are  proving 

to  bo  a  valuable  sounding  board  for  junior  officar  problans  and  ideas.  Per¬ 
sonal  involvement  on  an  individual  bo  sis  by  each  commander  scorns  to  bo  tho 
most  desirable  and  meaningful  method  of  -accurately  identifying  prospective 
retcineos. 

(3)  Rec oranendat icn :  That  all  field  grade  officers  receive  some  type  of 
formal  instruction  on  the  techniouos  of  Junior  officer  retention  .at  acme  time 
during  their  military  schooling. 

b.  OPERATIONS. 

(l)  Reference  Material  for  CM/CR  Terns. 

(a)  Observation:  The  Group  CM/CR  team  at  FSB  Jorri  had  available  to  it 
as  reference  notarial!  sover ''l  manuals  on  enemy  weapons#  Maximum  range  capa¬ 
bilities  and  characteristics  of  tho  wo- pons  and  ammunition  woro  given.  Firing 
tablo  data  was  available  only  for  the  82aa  mortar  -nd  the  107mm  rocket.  No 
data  was  available  for  fragment  idontif iC  "ti*i» 

(b)  Evaluation:  Two  elements  are  always  available  -s  a  result  of  crater 
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analysis ,  the  back  azimuth  of  tho  roun  1  an!  tHo  rnglo  of  th-  foil.  Frag¬ 
ments  rro  usually  available.  If  firing  tables  -are  available,  tho  range 
c^n  be  ostim^toi  b-'sod  on  tho  angle  of  fall,  which  can  b*.  considered  accur¬ 
ate  within  XX)  motors.  Frapnents,  sizo  and  sha.po  of  the  crater,  etc.,  give 
dues .  to  the  type  of  weapon.  Rockets  nro  usually  oa3ily  identified  by  tho 
motor  section,  while  mortars  have  .a  tail  fin.  Other  weapons  whioh  are  more 
difficult  to  identify  are  rocoilloss  rifles,  howitzers,  and  guns.  Fragment 
comparison  is  the  most  accurate  naans  of  identifying  these  vnapons. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  recommended  that  firing  tablos  bo  corapilod 
for  NVA/VG  weapons  .and  distributed  V.wn  to  battury  level.  The  tables 
should  include  tho  range  and  angle  of  fall  for  oach  typo  wonpon  .and  should 
be  developed  for  all  mortars,  rockets,  .and  roc iilloss  rifles  as  o  minimum. 
Hatcrial  for  fragm-nt  identification  for  'll  of  tho  above  shouli  also  bo 
develops  1  ml  list.-ibutol. 

(2)  SHELLREFS 

(a)  Observation:  Shcllrcps  are  the  most  c mm  an!  readily  available 
moans  of  locating  hostile  weapons. 

(b)  Evaluation :  The  AN/MPQ4A  radar  generally  requires  noro  than  one 
roimd  to  loento  .a  hostile  weapon.  This  is  predicated  on  operator  proficiency 
as  much  as  eauipnont  limitations.  Tho  experience  at  FSB  Jorrl  was  that  the 
majority  of  attacks  consisted  of  two  rounds,  fired  a  few  seconds  aprrt, 
which  made  •>  radar  pick-up  unlikely.  A  further  complication  was  that  the 

ma  jority  of  the  attacks  were  by  very  low  trajoctary  weapons ,  This  cstab* 
lishod  the  shollrop  *3  the  most  used  device  for  locating  the  hostile  weapon. 
It  was  noted  that  tho  majority  of  tho  personnel  had  a  very  limited  know¬ 
ledge  of  how  to  conluct  a  shellrop  or  what  information  to  report. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  rscommondod  that  .'11  porsons  receive  in¬ 
struction  on  ahollrcps  as  a  part  A  in-country  training  programs  ml  that 
tho  standard  shellrop  (DA  F^rm  2185-R)  bo  included  as  a  permanent  item  in 
all  SOI'a. 

(3)  Jungle  Battory 

(a)  Observation 

(j.)  In  November  1969,  plans  for  tho  transfor  of  responsibility  for 
tho  firo  support  of  tho  3d  Mobilo  Strike  Force  Command  (MSPC)  operations 
from  US  to  ARVN  Artillory  were  proparod.  Support  for  the  3d  MSFC  h--l  been 
provided  by  Battery  D,  2d  Battalion,  13th  .rtillory  (Provisional)  (Jungle 
Battery) ,  a  composite  105/ 155  srtillory  battory. 

{g)  Oh  A  Decombor  1969,  two  ARVN  l55ram  howitzers  roplr.col  tho  US  I55r*» 
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howitzers  of  tho  battery.  Cnrn!  ■'nl  control  was  r~t:  ino !  by  tho  U.‘5  b  t- 
tcry  comraandor . 

(2)  On  21  ucccmbcr  1969,  two  AftVN  i05nm  howitzers  r  .pl-col  thu  U3  l05im 
howitzers  in'!  tho  /JTVN  assumed  full  responsibility  f  jr  support  >f  the  31  H3FC. 

C&)  During  the  porio’  of  transition  tho  US  battery  personnel  conducted 
refresher  training  for  tho  :JTVN  in  Firing  D.attory,  FDC ,  and  uaintcnanco 
Procedures.  Instruction  w->s  also  given  on  the  mission  f  tho  battery,  its 
tactical  employment ,  an!  airmobile  techniques. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Thu  integration  >f  <itVN  into  the  battery  and  th- 
transiti.n  from  US  to  iJlVN  control  was  smooth  an!  effective.  «t  no  time 
'luring  the  transition  w-s  tho  tactical  mission  of  tho  battery  impaired. 

(c)  rtocmamcn  ,',tion:  That  thi3  mutaod  of  transition  be  cons  1! ore!  when 
replacing  US  Artillery  units  with  AHVH. 

(U)  Training  of  CIDG  .irtillorynvn 

(a)  Observations :  On  9  November  1969,  tho  first  class  >f  65  ClijG 
Artillerymen  was  graduated  frra  the  ?3  ’•  .»rty  Group's  CIDG  ,»rtill^ry  Scho  ol 
at  Trnng  ^>up  Special  Forces  Camp.  The  graduates  were  f  ;rmcd  into  artil¬ 
lery  platoons  which  were  deployed  to  Thion  Ng on  -nl  Katun  Special  Forces 
Camps.  Since  arriving  at  those  cnnps  the  platoons  have  boon  providing 
artillery  support  bo  the  local  CIDG  operations  an  1  camp  lofonsos.  The 
platoons  h-vo  been  operating  indopondently  with  periodic  liaison  *nd  eval¬ 
uation  visits  by  23-'  **rty  Group  staff  members  to  monitor  their  pregross. 

To  date  they  h-vc  boon  jroviding  timely  and’  •'ccurato  ortill-ry  support  to 
their  craps. 

(b)  Evaluation 

(j)  Untr-inod  CIDG  personnel  c-  n  bo  trained  in  the  tochniaucs  of  FDC 
and  Firing  Battery  in  a  relatively  short  poriod  of  tine  (ten  weks)  by  con¬ 
ventional  artillery  unit  personnel. 

(jj)  CIX  .rtilloryoon  -re  capable  .f  operating  on  their  own  to  provide 
support  to  CIX  operations  and  era,  defense. 

(c)  ilo  comma  nidation:  That  this  program  bo  extended  to  include  training 
of  CIDG  .rtillorymen  for  Special  Forces  C:mps  in  other  arena. 

c.  TRallima 

(l)  Basic  .ertillory  Gunnery  Techniques 

(*)  Observations:  Continuous  training  is  nocoss-ry  in  br.sic  artillery 
gunnery  techniques . 
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(b)  Evalua.ti >n :  Units  which  have  boon  operating  in  tho  lie public  >t 
Vietnam  for  sovor.al  yo->rs  have  gradually  begun  to ‘'use  shortcuts  and  uc- 
pc  Hunts  in  many  areas  of  operation  in* to?.:',  of  tho  accepted  basic  artil¬ 
lery  gunnery  techniques .  These  shortcuts  have  been  especially  prevalent 
in  such  areas  ns  coraputa.tion  of  firing  int:.,  position  rron  survey,  r-pi ’. 

(but  organize \)  occupation  of  position,  analysis  an’,  engagement  of  targots, 
and  currency  of  oneny/fricnJly  situation  maps.  In  some  eases,  PDC's  wero 
not  organized  in  a.  manner  that  would  facilitate  proper  supervision  by  tho 
Fire  Direction  Officer.  The  sole  solution  t’'  problems  such  as  these  is 
continuous,  comprchansive  training  of  all  elonents  of  tho  firing  battery  in 
the-  artillery  basics, 

(c)  n.;connon-*ation:  That  all  artillery  units  con  5uct  continuous 
training  in  basic  artillery  techniques  and  that  commanders  and  their  staffs 
monitor  this  training  closely  to  insure  that  only  accepted  procedures  are 
used. 

(2)  Material  Run ’iness  Training 

(a)  Observation:  Material  run ’iness  trfdning  is  often  neglected  by 
units . 

(b)  Evaluation:  «11  units  acknowledge  the  import' nee  .f  a  good  main¬ 
tenance  progr-m  but  many  of  theso  same  units  do  not  havv.  an  effect! vo 
materiel  readiness  training  program  in  progress.  Without  training,  to 
instruct  maintenance  personnel,  supervisory  personnel,  rail  equipment  users 
in  the  proper  maintenance  tochniauos,  a  units*  maintenance  program  cannot 
fulfill  the  desired  goals. 

(c)  Rccsaoondrtion:  That  all  commanders  oval unto  their  maintenance 
training  programs  to  see  If  they  are  rdoquatoly  training  personnel  to  perform 
and  supervise  raainten-nco  in  tho  most  efficient  and  effective  manner. 

d.  INTELLIGENCE 

(l)  Rotation  of  Personnel  Manning  i’ochnical  Positions  at  Isolate*5. 
Locations , 

(a)  Observation:  That  tho  efficiency  of  personnel  involve!  in  technical 
operations  at  remote  locations  decreases  in  proportion  to  tho  length  of  time 
they  remain  at  such  «a  location. 

(fc)  Evaluation 

(_l)  Personnel  who  normally  function  in  a.  technical  capacity  are  more 
susceptible  to  strain  and  r. ’.verso  conditions  then  individuals  porf  .rming 
nontechnical  jobs. 
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(2)  Such  strain  a Iversely  of facts  th-  opor'tional  c  pibilitios  of  units 
dependent  upon  such  personnel  f_-r  su;port. 

Q)  icchnic-.l  personnel  whe  are  rotated  porio  ic-lly  t)  Laso  *  roas  f^r 
rest  arid  recuperation  mra-Uy  perform  more  reliably  an  with  tjrc^tcr  effi¬ 
ciency  than  those  who  aro  require. 1  t  <  ro'nin  it  isolate  I  locations  with 
limited  facilities  fir  uxtcnlo  ^cri'd  of  time. 

(c)  Roconmendati'ns: 

(j.)  That  personnel  who  ••'re  assigned  technical  duties  at  ruo.tc  locations 
bo  rotntod  peri.-'  die ally  to  b^so  areas . 

(.2)  That  the  r'tatin  peri  • not  exceed  1  wook  in  .uration  bof.r  per¬ 
sonnel  arc  return.  to  th-ir  n  Trial  duty  st-'tion. 

(1)  That  personnel  on  rotation  in  a  base"  c  np  area.  be  utilized  in  non¬ 
technical  capacities  throughout  the  majority  of  thoir  rotati 41  period. 

(2)  C-moufln^e  of  .df/faPQ 4*  rta.dr.rs  ‘ 

(a)  Observation:  Th't  the  effectiveness  of  counter-mortar  radar  oper¬ 
ations  is  li*±tod  if  the  enemy  is  able  to  -bservu  the  sect  r  being  scanned 
by  tha  4N/taPQ4n  radar, 

(b)  ^valu^tion:  Because  of  its  narrow  450)d  b»-n  width,  n’  the  con¬ 
sequently  limito,.  sector  of  sc  n ,  xiN/MPQ4^  radar  'P-rations  arc  of  limited 
effectiveness  if  the  enemy  is  able  to  observe  the  direction  in  which  the 
radar  .antenna  is  oriented. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  ilj/t tPQ4A  radars  ho  camouflaged  utilizing  a 
100<  cargo  par" chute  erected  war  r.caf folding  material. 

(3)  Location  of  .iNAlPQ4A  count or-m  r tar  rr Jar  with  respect  to  supported 
artillery  units : 

(a)  Observation:  That  counter-mortar  operations  are  loss  successful 
when  the  countor-mortar  radar  is  located  -at  a  position  other  than  with  the 
unit  for  which  primary  pr  Section  is  required. 

(b)  Evaluation: 

(l)  ^f  the  countor-mortar  radar  is  not  collocate',  with  the  supported 
artillory  battciy,  rr.lio  evauuniertinns  must  n  rmally  be  use.,  roauiring 
another  radio  in  tho  battery  F9C  or  radar  use  of  a  radio  already  coomittod 
to  nn other  operational  reauiremont .  d/hen  h  istile  firo  is  received,  -oho  re¬ 
sulting  high  level  f  activity  may  preclude  adequate  communications  with  the 
radar,  particularly  when  the  incoming  r  unds  arc  eriainatin,"  outside  -T  tho 
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rn  tar  sector  if  scan,  necessitating  reorientation  of  tto  radar.  This  pro  Horn 
does  n'-t  "rise  when  the  radar  is  coll jc^to-l  with  the  battery,  since  wiro 
cunmunicntiiins  nro  normally  used  botwoen  rn  ’or  anl  FDC,  *nl  since  rn  I- r  jvjr- 
s  innol  can  observe  the  incoming  azimuth  of  fire  on  I  l  o  terrain--  if  reorienta¬ 
tion  is  necessary. 


(j>)  The  l-rger  sector  of  scon  to  bo  g'dnci  by  1  renting  tho  radar  at  a 
pisition  somewhat  Us  tan  t  fr'ra  the  protected  installation  is  not  of  suf¬ 
ficient  advantage  ti  ^utwoi;nh  tho  loss  >f  tho  imnolir.to  awareness  of  the  . 
situation  by  rr.  lor  ;ersonnoi.  If  the  radar  is  not  collocr.tod  with  the 
battory,  rn’.  assuming  tho  attack  comes  from  other  than  the  radar's  primary 
sector  of  sc^n ,  the  rr  l-*.r  rarsonnul  will  not  know  that  tho  Jistrnt  position 
is  receiving  an  attack  until  they  rro  contncto by  radio.  Once  informed 
that  an  attack  is  taking  ;  lac  o ,  the'  radar  oporntor  must  still  ictorndnv  from 
which  direction  t'..  r  tin  ’s  aro  being  rccoivo  1  in  order  to  reorient  tho  ra-or. 
Th':se  problems  are  reduced  when  the  radar  is  oo  116 cate  1  with  the  battery. 


(2)  When  the  radar  is  collocated  with,  and  placed  undor  tho  operational 
control  of,  -n  artillery  battery,  there  is  generally  a  creator  emphasis  on 
radar  operations  including  oountor-battery  operations,  radar  registrations, 
and  location  of  incoming  aircraft  during  tho  hours  of  darkness  or  roiucud 
visibility.  The  sense  of  "ownorship"  engendered  in  tho  artillery  battery 
command  or  .also  results  in  roluced  supply  md  maintenance  problems  fir  the 
radar . 


(c )  “o  commendations  : 

(j)  That  when  at  all  possible  coun tor-mortar  radars  bo  collocated  with 
a  supported  artillery  battory  rn  l  placed  under  the  op-rational  control  of 
tho  battory. 

(2)  That  when  operational  requirements  preclulo  collocation  of  thi 
artillery  battory  an  I  tho  counter-mortar  radar,  a  standard  operating  ,r>- 
codure  bo  prepared  by  tho  battory  canaandor  r.nl  tho  radar  lot.nchax.nt  c  -ra- 
ranniar ,  to  irvclu'.e: 

(n)  Communications  freouencioe  m:\  ;y>xoduros  to  bo  used  to  include 
appropriate  brevity  coles . 

(b)  Froco<\urc'S  for  shifting  radar  sectors  of  scan. 

(c)  Procedures  fir  conducting  high-burst  and  Cl  registrations. 

(d)  Resupply  roouosts  ant  prccoduros  for  requesting  maintenance  resistance. 

c.  LOGISTICS.  T1J0  M.tN  LIVING  BUNK  JR 

(l)  Observation:  There  is  a  n.o'.  to  be  able  to  construct  r'pi’ly  a  two- 
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nm  living  bunkor  to  withst'-nl  r  ockct/raort.ar  att-cks  .n  firo  suj.ort  '-rsos. 

(2)  Evaluation:  The  need  for  a  quickly  constructed  bunker  Is  obvious. 
Units  of  this  command  have  had  considerable  success  constructing  a  two-man 
bunker  from  4  pieces  72"  culvert,  16  dirt  filled  105mm  ammunition  boxes  and 
sandbags.  The  culverting  is  placed  over  a  hole  5  feet  wide,  7  feet  long  and 
2  feet  deep  and  covered  by  3  layers  of  sandbags.  8  dirt  filled  105mm  ammu¬ 
nition  boxes  are  used  to  close  one  end  and  8  are  used  as  a  deadman  at  the 
other  end.  Should  soli  conditions  preclude  the  digging  of  a  hole,  additiona 
ammunition  boxes  may  be  used  to  raise  the  culverting  to  obtain  additional 
headroom. 

(3)  llocfiao-n3r.ticn:  That  comm''ndcra  c  nsi’.er  U3ing  this  tcchniouc  for 
bunkor  construction. 

f.  ORG.NIZ  .TIOK:  HONE 

g.  OTHER 

(l)  Removal  of  teletypewriter  TT-98  from  ra  lie  teletypewriter  set 
All/GRC-142. 

(a)  Obsorvrtion:  Moranvnl  of  tclotypcwritor  TT-93  fr*m  raeio  teletype¬ 
writer  sot  AN/GltC- 142  causes  r.ll  teletype  to  run  opon.  Thus,  if  TT-98  is 
dor  ’.lined ,  the  entire  ;1N/GAC-142  is  doadlinol  unless  s  -me  action  is  token. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  hN/GRC-142  uses  two  pieces  :f  teletype  equipment, 
ft  TT-98  (a  p«po  printing  teletypewriter  with  kuyboarl)  an’.  \  ror-orf  orat.r- 
transolttar  TT-76  (ft  tape  puncher,  a  t-po  rca’er  ani  keyboard)  •  .Jh^n  the 
TT-98  is  romoved,  this  rise,  removes  the  chili ty  to  receive  page  c  -pies  of 
messages,  h wover,  printo  1  pr.p;r  t'pes  could  bo  received  the  TT-76.  The 
hut  wiring  in  the  ;jj/GRC-l42  couses  rll  teletype  to  run  open  if  .'ny  sin  le 
pioco  is  remove’..  To  rllow  uso  of  tho  TT-76  to  said  and  receive  moss rf es 
whon  tho  TT-98  hrs  boon  raranvod,  it  is  necessary  to  complete  the  teletype 
loop  circuit.  This  cen  be  lone  by  connecting  the  loose  on  Is  <f  tho  block 
r.n!  whito  wire  in  cable  W2  together.  The  same  is  lone  to  tho  c'blo  J5 • 
Teletype  messages  c*n  then  bo  received  on  tho  roporf  ■<r*'t  >r  >r  printed  pc  per 
tr.po. 

(c)  Rccomncndr.tion:  Thrt  this  expodiont  bo  used  to  m.intrin  communica¬ 
tions  whon  ior. 1 lined  TT-98* s  would  otherwise  dor  ’line  on  entire  i/GIiC-142. 

(2)  Vo  It"  pro  in  radio  tolety,  owritcr  sot  /  Jl/GIlC- 142 . 

(.c)  Observation:  DC  voltage  setting  in  tho  radio  teletypewriter  set 
.'iH/GRC-1  42  shcul’  bo  26.5  v.lts  rather  than  28.5  volts  as  stated  in  tho 
manual . 
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(b)  Evaluation:  Overheating  problems  encountered  In  the  AN/CRC-106 
transmitter  In  the  AN/GKC-142  appear  to  be  aggravated  by  setting  the  Input 
voltage  as  high  as  called  for  in  the  manual.  Coordination  with  manufacturer's 
representatives  (General  Dynamics  Technical  Representatives  working  with  1st 
Long  Command)  indicates  that  lower  Input  voltage  aids  In  keeping  overheating 
to  a  minimum. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  AN/GRC-142  be  operated  on  26.5  volts  DC. 

(3)  Effectiveness  of  a  ground  system. 

(a)  Observation:  The  evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  of  a  ground  system 
Is  flfficult.  Measurements  to  determine  the  resistance  of  a  ground  require 
Installation  of  two  additional  grounds  which  must  be  almost  as  good  as  the 
ground  to  be  measured. 

(b)  Evaluation:  An  alternate  scheme  is  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness 
of  the  ground.  This  may  be  done  by  placing  a  fairly  simple  ground  at  least 
25  feet  away  from  the  ground  to  be  tested.  Using  a  long  wire  to  connect  an 
ordinary  voltmeter  (TS-352  is  satisfactory),  measure  voltage  (both  AC  &  DC) 
between  ground  being  tested  and  the  reference  ground  while  the  equipment  be¬ 
ing  grounded  is  in  full  operation.  Voltages  In  excess  of  three  to  five  volts 
Indicate  that  the  ground  is  inadequate.  This  test  will  disclose  whether  a 
ground  is  effective  in  the  application  in  which  it  is  being  used.  Even  a 
good  ground,  by  actual  resistance  measurements,  may  be  Inadequate  for  some 
applications  in  which  heavy  ground  currents  are  flowing. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  such  ground  tests  be  used  to  evaluate  grounding 
systems. 

(4)  Gaining  the  support  of  the  Vietnamese. 

(a)  Observation:  There  is  a  greater  need  to  affiliate  and  promote  in¬ 
creased  cooperation  with  the  Vietnamese  populace. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Projects  jointly  conducted  with  the  ARVN's,  Boy  Scouts 
and  Girl  Scouts  have  proved  very  effective. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  greater  emphasis  be  placed  upon  programs  that 
gain  the  support  and  cooperation  of  the  Vietnamese  people.  Decreased  emphasis 
should  be  placed  upon  any  Civic  Action  program  that  cannot  later  be  improved 
upon  and  controlled  by  the  Vietnamese. 

(5)  Vietnamese  employees. 

(a)  Observation:  Propar  management,  utilization,  and  training  of  the 
Vietnamese  employed  by  US  Forces  is  needed. 
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Biding  31  January  1970,  RCS-CSP01l-b5  (Rl) 

(b)  Greater  off  rt  should  bo  placed  ujnn  training  US  Forces  pors:.>n- 
nol  "bout  Viotnan,  its  customs,  and  its  pcavlo.  Additiin-1  English  and 
job  skill  ciursos  c-uli  bo  offcctivoly  utilized  to  increase  th-  quality 
;jnd  quantity  of  work  output.  Military  personnel  working  directly  with  th- 
Vietnamese  o^loyoos  ronuiro  rd  ditional  kn  jwIc  !go  of  ti:„  -npl  jyuont  system, 
management  methods,  and  Vietnamese  sociological  b.ackar  <unJ  th  t  will  aid  in 
tho  croati  <n  if  an  onvironment  th-t  is  conducive  to  war*,  impr  .-vomont  >  f  the. 
ampin  yor-cnpl oyoo  r ol at i  unship.  Effirts  in  this  rca  would  V- finitely  im- 
provo  tho  imago  of  tho  US  Fircos  in  Vietnam,  This  training  is  being  hell 
in  tho  031  .Artillery  Gr  <up  and  it  h-s  boon  offoctivo. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  establishment  if  training  in  these  areas  be 
undertaken  by  «11  org‘  niz-ti  ns  that  hire  Vietnamese  nati  .nols, 

(6)  uviati  r  ”aintenanco. 

(a)  Observation:  Tho  OH58A  h-'S  proven  on  acceptable  replacement  for 
the  0H6A  and  OH23G,  A  few  minor  problems  havo  developed  luring  itd  ini¬ 
tial  utilization  by  this  tost  unit,  . 

(b)  Evaluation: 

(jJ.  Damage  has  boon  incurred  ti  tho  h  on  eye  mb  structure  of  the  -ir- 
craft  from  bath  flying  f  oroign  objects  and  rotor  wash.  Tho  honeycomb  mat¬ 
erial  can  not  bo  repaired  as  easily  a.s  sheet  net-1  nor  with  normal  methods. 

(2)  Doors  havo  boon  damaged  through  daily  us-  because  they  h-vo  boon 
forced  beyond  their  normal  opening  limits.  On  some  occ-slms  tho  doers  will 
impair  the  visi  -n  of  the  pilot  to  tho  roar  of  thu  aircraft, 

(c)  Recommendations 

( 1)  That  take-off  and  landing  ho  confined,  where  possible,  t  >  areas 
whoro  thcro  is  raL-tivaly  little  danger  from  flying  objects, 

(2)  Tha.t  doors  bo  removed  from  th-  aircraft  during  norm-l  operation. 

(7)  Avia.ti>n  training. 

(a)  Cbsorvati'n:  It  has  teen  fomd,  through  oxpcri-nco  that  tho  roquiro- 
mont  to  uso  instruments  in  norm”!  flight  is  becoming  moro  prevalent. 

(b)  Tho  OH58A1  s  h.avo  tho  minimum  number  of  instruments  necessary  t- 
conduc^  IFR  flight  for  short  periods  of  time,  Thoir  primary  purpose  is  to 
aia  the  pilot  in  case  instrument  conditions  arc  encountered.  Thoso  instru¬ 
ments  are  designed  to  all  the  pilot  in  navigating  to  areas  f  totter  c-nl- 
iti  ins  whoro  visual  flight  is  poesiblo.  Sinco  thoro  is  a  possibility  f  .r 
instrument  flight  in  tho  now  holicoptors,  check  rites  should  bo  given  to 
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SUBJECT: 


13  Fobru-ry  1970 

Opcritt  n->l  Report  of  HoTiouirtors,  231  ..rtillcry  Gr  iup,  forix! 
Siting  3l  Jnnuvy  1970,  RCS-CSFOa-65  (El) 


inauro  pilot  proficiency. 


(c)  RecommomUti  vis  That  instrument  rrtod  ivi,itora  bo  appointed 
na  instrument  instructor  pil  ta  ml  th->t  chi-ck  riles  bo  given  to  every  ,.il  >t. 
Currency  rites  involving  instrument  procoluroa  mil  flight  quilificr.ti  n 
ahouli  bo  givon  to  •’ll  pilots  throughout  HVN  much  liko  the  90-doy  at.-nlori- 
izfttion  training. 


^^OSEPH  -'N.  HEARJN 
^ Jolonel,  FA 
Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 

2  -  Commander  In  Chief,  United  Statee  Army  Pacific 

3  -  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam 

4  -  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 
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SDBJICIi  Operational  Report  of  23d  Artillery  Qroup  for  Period  Riding 
31  January  1970.  BCS  CSFOR-65  (B2)(U) 


DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  ZZ  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM  IRTn.TJtST,  APO  96266 


TOt  Crr— nrilng  Oenaral,  ZZ  Field  Ibrce  Vietnam,  ATTNi  AV7BC-RE,  APO 

/  96266  '  —  '  -  •• - - - - . 7- . — 


Bile  headquarter a  ha*  reviewed  the  quarterly  report  of  the  23d  Artillery 
Qroup  and  oonoura  with  operation*  and  leeaone  learned  during  the  reporting 
period. 


FOR  THE  OOMUSIZR! 


Ityfa***  Csf/ 


R.  G.  PARRISH 
LTC,  FA 
ADJUIAHT 


AVFBC-RE-H  (13  Feb  70)  2nd  Ind  ^  ,  , 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  23d  Artillery  Croup,  Period 
Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  US  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTN*  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96375 
Commander-In-Chief,  US  Amy  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 


Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Amy,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  Headquarters,  23d  Artillery  Group  for  the  period  ending 
31  January  1970, 


FOR  THE  COMiANDER: 


i.  C.  BARTEL,  JR.  / 
CPT,  AGC  * 
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Headquarters,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam,  APQ  San  Francisco 


TOi  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific, 
APO  96558 


9637:  <1  r- 


Tl':.  fjPGP-DT, 


1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Repori -Sessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January’  1970  froi  '.ealc.jarter' , 
23d  Artillery  Croup  and  concurs  with  the  comments  of  Indorsing  headquarter: 

2.  (C)  Comtnents  follow  1  .  |l 

a.  (c),  Reference  item  concerning  Reference  Material  for  CIl/08 
Teams",  page  11,  paragraph  2b(l).  Confidential  firing  tables  for  many 
NVA/VC  weapons  have  been  published.  These  tables  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  U.5.  Director,  Combined  Material  Exploitation  Center,  A?G' 

9630?.  Item  and. comment  have  been  extracted  for  possible  inclusion  in 
the  next  Issue  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons,  l.'o  action  by 
DA  or  'J3ARPAC  is  recommended. 

b.  (0)  Reference  Item  concerning  "Removal  of  Teletypewriter  TT-37 


from  Radio  Teletypewriter  set  aR/GRC-142” ,  page  1 7,  paragraph 


g(l;s  concur. 


c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Voltage  In  Radio  Teletypewriter 
Set  AH/GRC-142",  page  17,  paragraph  g(2).  The  AN/GRC-142  is  designed  to 
operate  with  a  input  voltage  of  26.5  -  23.5  VDC.  Tine  preferred  operating 
voltage  is  27.5  VDC. 

d.  (Uy  Reference  item  concerning  "Effectiveness  of  a  Ground  System", 
page  18,  paragraph  g(3)«  concur.  This  method  has  been  employed  by  -COM 


with  good  results. 


e.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Aviation  Maintenance]’,  page 
paragraph  2g(6)t  concur.  The  17  March  1970  Issue  of  the  'J3AF.7  Aviation 
Safety  Weekly  Summary  contained  an  article  re-emphaslzing  to  ill  units  the 
hazards  associated  with  loose  debris  and  equipment  in  helicopter  operating 
areas.  The  0H-5SA  operator's  manual  (Til  55-1520-22e’-10)  statU  .  that  the 
0H-58A  may  be  flown  with  the  aircraft  doors  removed.  KoweverL  with  ti.e 
doors  removed,  care  must  be  exercised  that  those  seat  belts  not  In  use 
are  secured.  This  matter  was  published  in  the  February  1970  fiewsletter 
of  the  34th  General  Support  Group. 
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AVifGC-DST  (13  Feb  ?0)  3d  Ind 

.SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  23d  Artillery  Group,  Period 
£hding  31  January  19?0,  RCS-CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

f.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Aviation  Training",  page  *9, 
paragraph  2g(?) t  concur.  UiARV  Supplement  1  to  AR  95-!  requires  that 
unit  commanders  conduct  an  instrument  training  program  for  aviators  under 
their  command.  Additionally,  Instrument  flight  proficiency  is  an  lten 
evaluated  during  each  90  day  proficiency  checkrlde.  This  information  has 
been  passed  to  the  Aviation  Officer,  23d  artillery  Group.  Mo  action  by 
higher  headquarters  is  recommended. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


Cy  fnmi 
Hi.  II  FFOitJEV 
23d  arty  Gp 


l."  d.  ay y 

CPi, 

Assistoni  Ac:|»ia-  !  '.;u..Oi3l 


gJ1MCincUT,‘1 
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GPOP-DT  (13  Feb  70)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  23d  Artillery  Group  for  Period 
Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSF0R-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  g  ftpR  WTO 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

Thia  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COHMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

C.  t.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
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HQ,  QACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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Opsrat lonal  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  23d  Artillery  Croup 


<  OI«C*M»TIVC  NOTES  (Ttp*  •!  rip l»  M  MHMki 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  In  counterinsurgency  operations,  1  Nov  69  to  31  Jan  70. 


•  au  TMONill  (Ft** I  MM,  a/MTe  MflAf.  J*if  mm ) 


CO,  23d  Artillery  Group 


•  acaoar  o*T( 
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•A  CONTRACT  OR  MH AM  T  M 


DD  ,”?..1473 


7m.  TOTAL  NO  OF  PACES  ?A  MO  OR  RIM 
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